FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Notes from Fr. [

The month of the Precious Blood of Jesus. By 1860 all the papal territories in Italy besides Rome jvere
As we know the month of July is devoted to the Preciodsst and in 1870 France went to war with Prussia so theyjre-
Blood and it follows on the heels of June which is the mordhlled their armies back from Rome and then the revolutfon-
of the Sacred Heart. As many of us might not remember whgs entered into Rome and took over the @@atholic
July is dedicated to the precious Blood, a quick reminder convents, churches and hospitals were seized for barradks,
would be helpful. It finds its beginnings with the feast of thgovernment offices and stables. While the person of the lsover-
Precious Blood in the years 184860 when the Italian stategjgn Pontiff was solemnly declared sacred and inviolablg, the
were revolting against the papal rule and Pope Pius IX wa®sidence of Pius IX was surrounded by armed soldiers, \who
driven out of Rome by the revolutionaries. He escapedinthe v/ d not per mit  he P@Bhee| to
disguise of a regular priest to the Kingdom of the Two Sicil@s Gilmary (1877). The Life of Pope Pius IX. New York).
The revolution was not merely political, it also was spurreBape Pius 1X declared that he was now a prisoner beingjheld
by the involvement of the freemasons in Italy who were désithe Vatican and that the government soldiers would nqt
ous of destroying the Church. That is a-d@tiumented fact. allow him to leave Vatican territory. He died in 1878 at t
What better way to do that than drive the pope from the sage of 85. He is how Blessed Pope Pius IX after he was peati-
of the Church, the place where St. Peter gave his life, theffdeda year 2000.
that Christ had called him to? After the driving out of the  The feast of the Precious Blood was first proposed duiing
Pope from Rome, there was an attempt to set up a new chisexile and when he was able to return to Rome in 185D, he
try called o0the Republ i c- oanktituRdtinedeast of the Precidus BlobdodJedus on thelfiveia -
Catholic idea and system that would later cause the cometeday in July. The feast was later moved to“JuySt.
overthrow of the papal states and the creation of the newPope Pius X. It was on the Church calendar until 1969,
country of Italyo ARoman Republievas declared in Februanyas removed when the calendar wésrmed or butchered
1849. The Pope responded from his exile by excommuniivould be the word | would use to accurately describe w
cating all active particjpants. The Republic was openly hostde did) after Vatican 2. As you can see, | am still prettyjsore
to the Catholic Church, celebratiBgod Fridaywith huge  about this. We lost a large number of beautiful feast dayg from
fireworks on Saint Pelers Plaza and desecfdingPeter’s the calendar for no particularly good reason and great hdgrm
Basilicaon Easter Sundayith a secular Republican victory was done to the devotional life of the Church and the faithful
c e | e b (SzhmidlonWosePapsigeschichdunich: by this.
KostetPusztet.(1934)) So, with that being said, we can hopefully understand some
We see in this behavior echoes of the same intentions béthe trials and sufferings our Church has undergone upjuntil
hind the revolution in France 50 years before this, the degeday at the hands of politics and policies and people which
tion of churches and persecution of religious and the suffesi@ais to remove God and the Faith from society and from
of faithful Catholics. At this point in time however, France thade within the Church herself who cooperate and ever;l:\s;up-

begun to correct many of the excesses and mistakes of theort such things. And we now have an idea how July care to
revolution and the faith had begun to flourish agalthough be the month dedicated to the Precious Blood of Jesus. What
it would never reach the level it had prior. It was France whecial prayers will we add to our daily ritual to celebratefthis?
came to the aid of the pope at this time, for mostly politicdlook up theLitany of the Precious Bloddlyou would like to
reasons, as they didndot waave aprajieedevoted pardctlarly to thecBioodofeChristly e m
|l ems. They defeated t he ne wPréciBus Blood ¢of Jesus, Sdve B'o me 6 and |s o
lowed the return of the pope. God love you Fr. Anthony
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